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"Technics for the Investigation of Psychological Phenomena in the Rat" is
particularly extensive with its summary of problem boxes, mazes, and related
pieces of apparatus and technics. The list of references to literature at the
end of this particular chapter totals 678. Another chapter worthy of mention
in this connection is that entitled "Dosage of Drugs." Here one finds an
extensive table covering 35 pages followed by a list of 447 citations of litera.-
ture. The introductory discussion very properly mentions the difficulty
involved in preparing such a table and the need for circumspection when
using it.
In writing a book of this sort each contributor must necessarily select
what he believes to be most useful for a given situation, and in so doing he
will have to omit mention of some matters that specialists in the field will
desire. When so many persons collaborate, it is doubtless to be expected that
the chapters will show a certain amount of unevenness with respect to ade-
quacy of discussion and of material presented. This is well illustrated by
the chapter on "Dietary Requirements." It presents a good general review
and summary of the literature bearing on this topic, but nowhere in it did
this reviewer find any reference to such practical matters as official USP and
governmental methods for vitamin assay. Omission of this from a book
devoted to practical technics for which rats are used seems unfortunate
because many laboratory workers will expect to find these food assay methods
covered here, or at least mentioned, but they will be disappointed.
Everything considered, however, such shortcomings are relatively minor.
This should prove to be a most useful volume in every research laboratory
that uses the rat. -GEORGE R. COWGILL
HUMAN PATHOLOGY. By Howard T. Karsner. 6th ed. J. B.
Lippincott Company, Philadelphia, 1942. xxiii + 817 pp. $10.
Four years have elapsed since the publication of the fifth edition of this
popular textbook of pathology. Frequent, though minor, revisions in text
have necessitated resetting the book and this provided the opportunity to change
the format. The pages of the present edition are printed in two columns, pre-
sumably as an aid in reading. One familiar with the previous edition will be
thoroughly at home with this one, there being no changes in chapter sequence
or in the number of chapters. Only that part of the book dealing with tumors
has been extensively revised and has new material. -H. M. ZIMMERMAN
ESSENTIALS OF PATHOLOGY. Lawrence W. Smith and Edwin S.
Gault. With a foreword by James Ewing. 2nd ed. D. Appleton-
Century Co., Inc., New York and London, 1942. xx + 904 pp.
$10.
This text still remains the only one which utilizes the case history method
of presenting pathology. The first edition of this book suffered from a tooBOOK REVIEWS 137
casual consideration of the general principles, but in the present edition this
defect has been rectified. Accordingly, the first 13 chapters have been com-
pletely rewritten. This has greatly improved an already well-written, well-
illustrated, and adequately documented textbook of pathology.
-H. M. ZIMMERMAN
BIOLOGICAL SYMPOSIA, VOL. VII, VISUAL MECHANISMS. Edited
by Heinrich Kliuver. The Jaques Cattell Press, 1942. viii + 322
pp. $3.25.
This volume is based on a group of papers presented at a symposium held
during the celebration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the University of Chicago
in 1941. To the eight papers presented by leading investigators at this
symposium four more have been added. The volume is not planned to be
an exhaustive treatment of the subject but it does give a good account of
modern studies of vision based on various methods and points of view. The
anatomy of the retina and especially a summary of comparative anatomical
studies of the visual cells give a good background for the discussions on visual
purple and its possible composition and its relation to vitamin A.
Various modern technics are applied in pursuit of visual sensations along
the optic nerve and through stations within the central nervous system. The
studies include both experimental and abnormal material involving tumors in
the brain. In presenting various concepts of functional organization of the
visual system, the geniculo-striate system is discussed dealing with problems
concerned with brightness, color, area, distance, shape, etc. Data are also
offered to show the high sensitivity of the human retino-cortical system to
reduction of oxygen tension.
A bibliography accompanies each chapter and will be found useful for
those who wish to study further the controversial aspects of the subject.
There is no index. -L. S. STONE
HISTORY OF THE SCHOOL OF NURSING OF THE PRESBYTERIAN
HOSPITAL, NEW YORK, 1892-1942. By Eleanor Lee. G. P. Put-
nam's Sons, New York, 1942. xiv + 180 pp. + chronological list
of events and appendix. $3.50.
Written to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the organization of
the School of Nursing in the Presbyterian Hospital, the book vividly portrays
the growth of the school from its simple beginning to this present year of war.
This school, because of its fine leadership, has been from the first in the fore-
front of progress.
In reading this volume one is able to visualize the development of nursing
as a profession. The expansion of the curriculum from 73 hours in 1893-94